Additional File 1. Analytical evaluation of NR-qPCR assay
Specificity of NR-qPCR was confirmed both in silico (BLAST search) and experimentally by using genomic DNA from 30 healthy volunteers (malaria-free) whose samples were not amplified for either Pvr47 or Pfr364 targets (data not shown). For assessment of cross-reactivity with other Plasmodium species, a panel of Plasmodium reference samples (as described in material and methods) was submitted to the NR-qPCR assay.
Non-specific amplification was observed by using either pooled samples from P. vivax (n=3), P. falciparum (n=3), P. malariae (n=3), or an sample from P. brasilianum ( 
